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	MARKET ACCESS ADVICE 

	Reference Number:
	MAA0605

	Date of Issue:
	7 April 2006

	Date of Effect:                    
	Immediate

	Update regarding Indonesian approval of Islamic certifying organisations.

	

	Attention
	Industry
	Establishments exporting Halal meat to Indonesia, Islamic Certifying Organisations, AMIC, AUSMEAT

	
	AQIS
	Central and Regional offices

ATMs

OPVs and Meat inspection staff

EFOs, etc

	Affected Markets
	Indonesia

	Further Information
	Contact - Joffrid Mackett (02 6272 4574, joffrid.mackett@aqis.gov.au)


Industry would be aware that establishments seeking to export Halal meat to Indonesia must be supervised by an Islamic certifying organisation that has been approved to provide Halal certification by Indonesia.
There are currently 11 Australian Islamic certifying organisation’s able to provide such certification.  Of these 11 organisations’s 4 have been approved by the Islamic Council of Ulama (MUI) as fully complying with Indonesia’s 7 religious requirements.  Indonesia recently required the remaining 7 organisations to provide detailed submissions to them addressing the 7 religious requirements so that each of the organisations approval could be maintained.
The 7 affected organisations have all provided satisfactory written submissions as requested addressing Indonesia’s requirements.  As a result of this the 7 organisations have been granted approval pending the outcomes of a verification on-site audit conducted by MUI and the Ministry of Religious Affairs (MORA) official’s confirming that the requirements are being met.

A delegation from MUI and MORA conducted the required on-site audits between 27 and 31 March 2006.  The delegation was accompanied by representatives of the Indonesian Consulate, the Australian Chamber of Halal Certifier’s and AQIS.  While the delegation has now stated that the 7 organisations comply with Indonesia’s 7 religious requirements they must present their audit findings to a senior religious FATWA council in Jakarta for final approval.
Until such time as the FATWA council announces its final approval of the 7 organisations Indonesia has confirmed that the current approval of the 7 affected organisations will be maintained – that is they will be able to continue to provide Halal certification for the export of meat to Indonesia during this transitional period.

Industry will be advised of the final FATWA council’s approval in due course.
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